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2015 Pipeline Programs

Target advancement: An Edmond J. Safra Core Program
PRE-PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS & REQUIREMENTS

Please review the instructions below before you log in to the online submission system.  Please note that applications will only be accepted through the online submission system.  

The Target Advancement Program which includes three funding opportunities (Target Validation Awards, Target Optimization Awards, and Priority Target Awards) will be reviewed in two stages:

· Pre-Proposal Stage:
· Target Validation Pilot Award - Applicants will fill out the target validation template only (page 3) to provide the rationale and a brief experimental plan describing the proposed methods for validating a PD relevant target. 
· Target Optimization Award - Applicants will fill out the target optimization template only (page 4) to provide target/pathway rationale, experimental plan for validation, cross-validation and replication, and describe technical abilities and collaborative structure of their team.
· Priority Target Award – Applicants will fill out the priority target template only (page 5) to provide rationale, hypothesis, experimental plan and impact on drug development.
· Full Proposal Stage: Invited applicants will provide a specific plan addressing the critical challenges of verifying, characterizing, and/or cross-validating a biological target or neural substrate in PD models or understanding target biology and safety for potential therapeutic development. This second stage review will determine final funding decisions.  MJFF scientific staff in collaboration with external scientific peer reviewers will assess all proposals in a confidential manner.
Note: In order to expedite the pre-proposal review process, written critiques will not be provided to applicants at the pre-proposal stage.
Online Application Form

· Complete the online application form with the following information: 

· Principal Investigator (PI) Contact Information (Institution, Mailing Address, Email, Phone)

· CoPI and/or Collaborator Contact Information (Label – CoPI, Collaborator, Consultant, etc., Paid, Unpaid, Institution, Mailing Address, Email, Phone)
· Project Duration 
· Project Budget 
· Project Abstract (300 word limit) – Brief summary of the goals of your project
· Preproposal Template: Depending on the program you are applying to, please use the appropriate template below and upload as a separate PDF document 
Please Note:
· Please make sure to spell out any symbols (e.g., alpha-synuclein) in your online form. Symbols do not transfer correctly to our online system.
· Please type your login email address correctly otherwise you may not receive important information regarding your submission or be able to access your account.
· Once you begin an online application, you may save and return to it before final submission. When ready, please click ‘submit’ to ensure that your submission is delivered promptly to MJFF.

· A notice of proposal receipt is automatically sent by email upon online submission.  If this automatic notification is not received within one hour of submission, please contact MJFF at research@michaeljfox.org to check on the status of your proposal.  Please also expect an email within one-week of the submission deadline notifying you of the status of your proposal’s administrative review.
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Target validation pilot Award template
Please use the following template to create an executive summary of your validation plan. Please limit your plan to no more than 2 pages*. To save space you may delete the instructional text in each box. 
Principal Investigator:

Institution/Company:

Project Title:
	TARGET
	State the specific, biological target and the hypothesized mechanism and pathway by which the target regulates PD pathogenesis and symptoms. Indicate how the target/pathway is associated with human PD condition (e.g., expression changes, genetic association, etc.).
Please note that targets reviewed for Target Optimization awards and Prioritized Target Development awards are restricted. Please refer to RFA guidelines for specific information on targets and pathways that are eligible for each program.

	VALIDATION HISTORY
	Indicate if target/pathway manipulations show beneficial impact in human clinical studies investigating target-specific therapy, Parkinson’s disease models, and/or in other neurodegenerative models.

	VALIDATION PLAN AND RESOURCE AVAILABILITY
	Describe the methods that will be used to evaluate the target. If using pharmacological methods, provide information detailing the compound’s ability to reach and engage the target in vivo. If using genetic methods, please indicate the approach (siRNA, viral vector overexpression, knockdown, etc.). Please describe human cell-lines, biospecimens, and/or whole-animal models to be used and what features will be measured. Please provide tool compound and animal model availability and status (e.g. breeding programs, virus generation, etc.).

	FUTURE OBJECTIVES
	Describe how a successful project outcome will lead to therapeutic development.


* Target validation template exceeding 2 pages will be rejected.
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Target Optimization Award template

Please use the following template to create an executive summary of your validation plan and your collaborative team. Please limit your summary to no more than 3 pages*. To save space you may delete the instructional text in each box.

Principal Investigator:

Institution/Company:

Project Title:

	TARGET
	State the specific, biological target and the hypothesized mechanism and pathway by which the target regulates PD pathogenesis and symptoms. Indicate how the target/pathway is associated with human PD condition (e.g., expression changes, genetic association, etc.).

Please note that targets reviewed for Target Optimization awards and Prioritized Target Development awards are restricted. Please refer to RFA guidelines for specific information on targets and pathways that are eligible for each program.

	VALIDATION HISTORY
	Indicate if target/pathway manipulations show beneficial impact in human clinical studies investigating target-specific therapy, Parkinson’s disease models, and/or in other neurodegenerative models.

	VALIDATION PLAN AND RESOURCE AVAILABILITY
	Describe the methods that will be used to evaluate the target. If using pharmacological methods, provide information detailing the compound’s ability to reach and engage the target in vivo. If using genetic methods, please indicate the approach (siRNA, viral vector overexpression, knockdown, etc.). Please describe human cell-lines, biospecimens, and/or whole-animal models to be used and what features will be measured. Please provide tool compound and animal model availability and status (e.g. breeding programs, virus generation, etc.).

	TEAM
	List the key team members and their institutional affiliations. Please identify co-principal investigators and co-investigators, as well as relevant research personnel. Each team should have a clearly defined Coordinating PI responsible for overall management of the project. 

	TECHNICAL CAPABILITY AND COLLABORATIVE STRUCTURE
	Provide evidence that each laboratory has the technical capability to perform the validation studies in their respective model systems.  Please provide a brief description on how the multiple laboratories would operate within the team structure in collaborative fashion.  Please indicate areas where you will leverage specific team expertise and/or institutional resources to increase chances of success.

	DATA SHARING AND DISTRIBUTION PLAN
	Teams should establish clear agreements around data sharing and distribution within the team as well as with the research community. Please provide a brief description of how you will share results from your work, including planned publications and research tools and reagents made available for the community. Teams should share protocols, samples, reagents, knowledge and data in real time and establish a clear publication plan to ensure timely and appropriate dissemination of study results.


* Target Optimization template exceeding 3 pages will be rejected.
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PRIORITY target Award template (studies focused on alpha-synuclein, LRRK2, GBA, Parkin or trophic factors)
Please use the following template to create an executive summary of your experimental plan. Please limit your plan to no more than 2 pages*. To save space you may delete the instructional text in each box.
Principal Investigator:

Institution/Company:

Project Title:

	BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE
	Provide a scientific rationale for your proposal. Briefly describe the previous data (published or unpublished) and/or hypothetical arguments leading you to propose your idea.  
Please note: MJFF has already made significant investments in and maintains an active portfolio of all prioritized targets. Thus, proposals submitted to the Prioritized Targets Award program will be evaluated within the context of MJFF’s portfolio and priorities before any funding decision is made. 

	HYPOTHESIS
	Provide a short concise statement of the specific hypothesis you will test or the specific objective you are attempting to reach within the project period.

	EXPERIMENTAL PLAN
	Describe the experiments you will perform over the project period and methods that will be used to test the stated hypothesis. If using pharmacological methods, provide information detailing the compound’s ability to reach and engage the target in vivo. If using genetic methods, please indicate the approach (siRNA, viral vector overexpression, knockdown, etc.). Please describe human cell-lines, biospecimens, and/or whole-animal models to be used and what features will be measured. Please provide tool compound and animal model availability and status (e.g. breeding programs, virus generation, etc.).

	IMPACT ON DRUG DEVELOPMENT
	Explain how a successful outcome of the proposed plan would lead to a BETTER understanding of the prioritized target and address critical questions for targeting it for therapeutic drug development.




*Prioritized target template exceeding 2 pages will be rejected.
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